
Transition into Year 3 in 
September 2020 
 
New Arrangements Due to Covid19 
 
Due to the pandemic we are faced with at this time which has led to school being 
closed to the majority of children for a significant period of time, we have been 
unable to schedule our usual transition days where the children spend time with 
their new teachers in their new classroom.  Therefore, we have put together this 
booklet to provide photos and information about what to expect in September and 
the staff you will be working alongside, with the aim of making the transition from 
Year 2 to Year 3 as smooth as possible.  We have also put together a year group 
transition video, which you will find on our school website. Please note that this 
video was made before the government guidance for September opening was 
released at the start of July and so classrooms will look different and we will not be 
using the school hall for large gatherings such as assemblies until it is safe to do so.   
 
New Year 3 classes have been formed following the information provided by 
parents/carers earlier in June and our knowledge of the children. Teachers will also 
be provided with pictures of the children in their new class and information will be 
passed on from previous teachers.  
 
We hope this booklet is useful and if you have any further questions please don’t 
hesitate to ask.  We look forward to meeting you and all of your wonderful children 
starting their new journey in Year 3 come September! 
 

Meet the staff:  
 

Mrs Thomas – Key Stage 2 Assistant Head Teacher  

Mrs Jackson Year 3 Leader and 3J Class Teacher 

Mr Sidwell – 3S Class Teacher 

Miss Blantford – 3B Class Teacher  

Mrs Beer- Teaching Assistant 

Miss Dutson – Teaching Assistant   

 

We had hoped to hold a meet and greet the teacher session at the start of term, 

however current government guidelines would suggest that this would be 

inappropriate at this time given the intention that schools should only accommodate 

essential personnel on site.  



In accordance with government guidelines we will be staggering the drop off and 

collection times of year groups from the 3rd September and only one parent/carer 

per child will be allowed onto the school premises. In order to help the 

transition and ensure that our new safety measures and procedures run smoothly, 

we will be allowing more time in-between year group start times for the first two 

days. Once we have run these new routines and everyone is confident in these 

procedures we will reduce the amount time between year groups arriving and 

leaving. There are to be no gatherings of parents on the school site or 

directly outside, and we ask that you enter and exit the site as swiftly as possible 

once you have picked up or dropped off your children. We have allocated an entry 

and exit gate for each year group and parents must adhere to these measures in 

order to keep our school and all those present on site safe. Senior leaders will be on 

hand to ensure that we are following our new procedures.  

 

September start times: 

Thursday 3rd September and Friday 4th September  

Time  Year 
group 

IN 
gate/path 

EXIT 
gate/path  

Collection 
time  

IN 
gate/path 

EXIT 
gate/path 

 

9.30am 
 

Year 3 Main path Main path 3.00pm Main path Main path 

 

Monday 7th September onwards  

Time  Year 
group 

IN 
gate/path 

EXIT 
gate/path  

Collection 
time  

IN 
gate/path 

EXIT 
gate/path 

 

9.00am Year 3 Main path Main path 3.00pm Main path Main path 

 

 

If you have more than one child in school, we will be in touch with you directly to try 

to make convenient arrangements for your drop off times. 

 



When bringing your child to school, please come 

down the main path to the back playground 

where your class teacher will greet you, asking 

you to line up in your new classes so you can be 

led up the ramp into school.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parents will then be directed to leave the site via main path.  

To collect your child at the end of the day, again please enter the school site using 

the main path. You will collect your child from the back playground and leave the 

site the same way.  

 

Teachers will bring you upstairs to your classroom. Your 

lunch boxes will be placed on a trolley like this one which 

will be outside your classroom door.  

Your cloakrooms are downstairs 

and are the same design as the 

ones you will be used to from 

Year 2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Classrooms:  

In order to ensure we are adhering to the most recent government guidance for 

September school opening, the tables in the classrooms will be arranged in rows so 

that all children are facing forwards. You will still have access to the resources in 

your classroom such as the maths equipment and reading books.  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

In the first few days, your teacher will show you where to find resources and talk to 

you about organisation and routines within the classroom.  

It may take a few days to get back into the school routine and being in a new year 

group, and this is ok! We won’t rush things on our return in order to ensure all the 

children feel settled and safe in school. If you have any questions during these first 

few days, please speak to your class teacher who will be able to help. 

 

Your toilets are upstairs.   The door to the boys’ toilets is at the top of the stairs.  

  

 



There is a door at the top of the stairs which leads to a corridor. This is where the 

girls’ toilets are: 

  

 

School Uniform:  

Children will need to wear full school uniform each day.  They will need to bring their 

book bag, water bottle and coats.   Please do not send anything into school other 

than snacks, lunch and a named water bottle.  See below for information about PE 

kits.  

 

Year 3 Playground 

You will be on the back playground, where you played when you were in Year 1. You 

will enter school through the door on this playground and then go upstairs to your 

new classrooms.  

 

 

 

 

 



Autumn Term-Year 3 

The main focus on our return to school will be the wellbeing of our children.  We will 
begin with a more relaxed approach to the timetable in order to enable the children 
to participate in a lot of Personal, Social and Emotional Development.   This will 
allow ample opportunities for discussions about ourselves, as well as our experiences 
during the lockdown period, and will ensure we focus on building and developing 
relationships within our new classes, and to get to know each other.  We understand 
that every child has had their own experience to the lockdown and we need to tailor 
our curriculum in order to put the children’s needs first.  We are in the process of 
redesigning the curriculum to ensure we can integrate the children back into school 
life and account for gaps in their learning. We are making the necessary adjustments 
to make sure we are catering for both their academic and pastoral needs. We will be 
focussing on developing their basic skills of reading, writing and maths. 
 

Reading 

Children’s reading will be assessed on our return to school and we will match 

reading level books with their ability.  You will be notified of the book band colour 

which is most suitable, and the children will be responsible for choosing their own 

book to take home to read.  By giving children the ownership to choose which book 

they want to read, we hope they experience the fun and excitement reading offers.  

Children can change their book daily, every couple of days or once they have read it.  

We encourage children to read at home as least 3 times a week.  We will ensure a 

high focus is placed on reading as we return to school by ensuring lots of class 

reading, library sessions and designated reading time each day.  

Teachers will be collecting in school reading books during the first few days so that 

these can be cleaned and redistributed. Please ensure you have a good search 

around your house for any school books your child has had at home since before we 

went into lockdown.  

 

Writing  

Our curriculum is designed for September so that gaps in writing from Year 2 are 

addressed alongside the Year 3 curriculum. Teaching grammar skills will be a high 

priority, and we will ensure there will be sufficient longer writing tasks planned 

across the curriculum in order for the children to have opportunities to embed these 

skills. Weekly spellings will be sent home to learn.  

 

Maths 

In Year 3, the children will continue learning alongside the Maths No Problem 

scheme. In Year 3, the children also start to use an online platform called Time 

Tables Rock Stars to help learn their multiplication facts in preparation for the 



national testing at the end of Year 4. Quick recall of facts in also essential to ensure 

that the children can make links between concepts in maths and to ensure they 

continue to make progress. The children can access TTRS (Time Table Rock Stars) 

at home via their own individual log in and will compete in battles between classes 

and key stages across the year to add a little competitive edge. You can also 

compete in these battles at home.  

 

Communication Books 

As usual, all children will be given a communication book. If you have any messages 

you would like to pass on. E.g. appointments, different collection arrangements, 

please add them to this book. Likewise, we will communicate messages home to you 

in these books.  We collect and check these daily. 

 

Letters home 

If you send a letter in your child’s book bag, please remind them to hand it in. We 

will give reminders each morning, but we will not check book bags daily.    

 

PE Kits   

We understand there are a number of PE kits still in school. These will be sent home 

on our first day back. Please ensure these are washed and ready to be returned to 

school at the beginning of the week beginning 7th September as the children will 

need them during this week as PE lessons begin.  

 

Water Bottles  

Again, we have several water bottles left in school and these will be sent home on 

the first day. Please ensure your child brings in an alternative bottle for Thursday 3rd 

September until their water bottle can be disinfected and returned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Thomas 

KS2 Assistant Head Teacher 

I have been working at Oak Hill for 9 years and have 

been Assistant Headteacher for both Early Years and 

Key Stage 1 in my time here. This is my first year as 

Assistant Headteacher for Key Stage 2 and I am looking 

forward to seeing everyone again this year and helping 

you to learn and make lots of progress when at school. 

At school I am also in charge of Mathematics and work 

very closely with Mrs Baker to lead phonics across the 

school. Outside school, I have two young children that 

keep me very busy and we enjoy getting out and about 

as a family, jumping in muddy puddles and exploring 

lots of different places. I enjoy baking with my little girl 

Sophie although our cakes don’t always turn out as 

they should! 

 

eacher 

 

Mrs Jackson 

Year Leader and 3J class teacher 

I am really interested in History and like 

visiting castles and finding out about how 

people lived in the past. My family and I 

like watching nature together. We are 

lucky because lots of birds come into our 

garden, as well as foxes and hedgehogs. I 

love cooking Mexican and Greek food for 

my family. When I have time I like to do 

maths puzzles and draw pictures of the 

places I have visited. I’m really looking 

forward to meeting you all in September 

and welcoming you into our new 

classroom.  



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Sidwell 
3S class teacher 

 
My name is Mr Sidwell, you may have seen 
me around school. In September I will have 

worked at Oak Hill for almost 2 years.  
Before I became a teacher I worked for the 
NHS in Manchester in a special place that 

sends blood to people that need it in 
hospital. I really enjoy being a teacher at 

Oak Hill and I always hope that my 
classroom is a welcoming and friendly place 
where children can make new friends, work 
hard and have fun. Outside school I like to 
stay fit by going to yoga classes and I also 
play the drums. These are two activities 

which I lead for Friday challenge so I might 
see you there… 

Miss Blantford 
3B class teacher 

 
Hi, my name is Miss Blantford. I have been 
teaching for 3 years all of which have been 
at Oak Hill First School and I have 2 degrees 

from the University of Worcester. I have 
also worked with children with significant 
physical needs and have lots of experience 
within SEN. I enjoy shopping and spending 
time with my family especially my little boy 

Hudson who is 1. We like going for long 
walks, playing in the garden (especially 

when the sun is shining) and doing lots of 
creative things. I have recently come back 

from maternity leave and things are looking 
very different now so I’m looking forward 

to welcoming you back to Year 3 where you 
can expect a fun, exciting and welcoming 

classroom. I can’t wait to meet you.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Herlihy 
Teaching Assistant 

Hello! I have worked at Oak Hill First School for 

12 years and have also worked in a nursery for 

many years with young children before I came 

to Oak Hill. I enjoy helping children learn.  I 

have two children called Mia and Kyle who 

keep me busy outside of school. I enjoy 

spending time with my family. We love going 

on holiday and going to theme parks. The 

theatre is one of my favourite places to go, I 

love shows with lots of music and dancing. I 

also like to keep fit and exercise.  Now you 

know more about me before you come to 

school can you think of a fact about yourself 

that you can share. I am extremely excited to 

be your teaching assistant. I am really looking 

forward to seeing you and having lots of fun in 

school. 

 

  

 

I am extremely excited to be your teaching 

assistant. I am really looking forward to seeing 

you and having lots of fun in school. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Before you come to school, think of a fact 

about yourself that you can share with me.  

 

  

 

I am looking forward to meeting you and 

having lots of fun in school. 

 

Miss Dutson 
Teaching Assistant  

 
Hello there, I’m Miss Dutson. I’m super 

energetic, I’ll always be singing or dancing 
at some point throughout the day.  My 

favourite part of the week is when I get to 
lead the singing assembly with a key 

stage. I love acting, music and anything to 
do with the arts. I used to be an 
understudy actor at the Royal 

Shakespeare Company in Stratford Upon 
Avon when I was just 17. I’m looking 

forward to seeing all your smiling faces 
when we can see each other again at 

school. 



 


